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As we hurtle through these last few days of a pandemic ridden 2020, our thoughts
naturally turn to Christmas and the impending New Year. It is that time of the year
when our thoughts should turn to goodwill and joy.
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However, at the same time as we encourage love and goodwill being shown towards
all, there is still a small group of hardened anti-immigration campaigners that see the
use of terms such as “Happy Holidays” somehow as a “War on Christmas”. Let me
firstly allay the fears of these hardened folk. Between around the middle of November
through to the middle of January there are around 14 religious festivals of one kind or
another. There are festivals run by a number of the major religious groups. Given that
we do not know the religious adherence of every person we meet, it is very inclusive
to offer a greeting of Happy Holidays rather than assuming that there are adherents
of Christian faith principles.
Further, as I understand it, Jesus is the Second Prophet in Islam. Therefore, certainly
the birth of Christ is celebrated by them just as much as it is by all those of Christian
faith.
So at a time when we profess to celebrate and enjoy the Goodwill of the season, let
us make a special effort this year to be as inclusive as we possibly can. Ultimately our
society will be defined by the level of inclusion and harmony that we aspire to and
practice. Let us make 2020 the year in which we forget the debilitating impact of the
pandemic and related matters but aspire to the highest level of inclusion and joy and
goodwill to all around.
Happy Christmas and let us all reconvene in the new year to forge our way to
harmony in Australia.
Suresh Rajan
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Dear Members,
ECCWA makes no warranty for the accuracy of any non-ECCWA material
distributed via this communication. All questions should be directed to the
organisations from which the material originated.
ECCWA News Bulletin Items are drawn from a diverse range of sources, not
least of which are materials from our stakeholder organisations, for the
interest of all our readers. We publish the content as it is sent. Apart from
items that are sourced from ECCWA and FECCA, material included not
necessarily reflect the views of the ECCWA, nor should its inclusion be seen
necessarily to constitute an endorsement. We welcome your input for our
monthly round-up of news and information
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The United Kingdom on Wednesday became the first country to approve a
COVID-19 vaccine for general use.

Federal Health Minister Greg Hunt says Australia is on-track for the first round of coronavirus
vaccinations in March next year.
The United Kingdom on Wednesday became the first country to approve a COVID-19 vaccine for general
use, with plans to begin rolling it out to vulnerable groups from next week.
Mr Hunt said the UK's progress was an "important step for the world", but stressed there was still some
time to go before it would be available in Australia.
Britain to roll out a coronavirus vaccine from next week as Boris Johnson says it's time to 'reclaim our
lives'"We are on track for decisions with the early vaccines by the end of January," he told reporters on
Wednesday.
"We are on track for first vaccinations, beginning with our health workers and our aged care residents,
subject to approvals in March."
Mr Hunt said that a nationwide public information campaign would be launched alongside the rollout of
any vaccination.
"The anti-vaxx people are perhaps getting more coverage but they are having less effect and I have to say
that we are aware of them but, frankly, they are not winning the case and we will continue to prosecute
ours," he said.
Analysis shows the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine can prevent 95 per cent of people from getting COVID-19,
including 94 per cent in older age groups.
The vaccine has been tested on 43,500 people in six countries and no safety concerns were raised.
Mr Hunt said he had again spoken to the Australian CEO of Pfizer and that the vaccine would be delivered
here following approval by the independent regulator, which is expected to happen at the end of next
month.
“Pfizer continues to work with the Therapeutic Goods Administration, providing data for safety and
efficacy as part of the approval process,” he said in a statement.

Source: SBS News, 3 December 2020.
sbs.com.au/news
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It is mandatory for particular businesses and venues to maintain a contact register by
collecting contact details of patrons attending their premises, including customers, staff,
contractors and visitors.
To assist businesses, the WA Government has developed a free app, SafeWA, which is a
digital contact register system.
SafeWA is an efficient and safe way to record patron and visitor contact details where they
can check-in using the app.
The use of this app is not mandatory, but it is encouraged. Download the SafeWA app from
the Apple App Store or the Google Play Store now.
Find out how to register your attendance at particular businesses and venues with SafeWA.
Page reviewed 14 December 2020
For information on how to use the app for individuals and businesses, please visit
www.wa.gov.au/organisation/covid-communications/covid-19-coronavirus-safewa
Source: Wa.gov.au
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Email from the Australian Government Department of Home Affairs. This content is drawn
from an email from the Department of Home Affairs on the 8th December 2020. ECCWA
will to be responsible for any outdated information.
WA Community Engagement team – Update 21
Dear Community Leaders,
Thank you for the ongoing support to your communities. In this update please find
information about Australian values, useful resources for new arrivals, school leavers, and
JobKeeper recipients. Please also see below for changes to the WA Border for interstate
travellers, SafeWA app, free and half price TAFE courses, and Residential Rent Relief Grant
scheme.We hope that the info in this newsletter is useful for you to pass on to your
communities.
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Cathy, our resident Community Languages administrative support officer's favourite
Christmas recipe is a delicious berry-misu she makes for her family every year. Here's
how you can make this simple dessert:

5 eggs, separated
2/3 cup caster sugar
500g mascarpone cheese,
softened
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 cup thickened cream,
whipped
1 tablespoon instant espresso
coffee powder
2 cups boiling water
2 x 250g packets sponge
finger biscuits
6 passionfruit, halved
500g strawberries, sliced

Step 1: Using an electric mixer, beat egg yolks and
sugar together in a bowl for 5 to 6 minutes or until
pale and creamy. Fold in mascarpone and vanilla.
Fold cream into mascarpone mixture.
Step 2: Beat egg whites in a bowl until stiff peaks
form. Fold into mascarpone mixture. Cover with
plastic wrap. Refrigerate for 30 minutes.
Step 3 Dissolve coffee powder in boiling water.
Working quickly, dip half the biscuits, 1 at a time, in
coffee to coat. Place, in a single layer, over base of a
2.8 litre capacity, 6cm-deep, 21cm x 32cm serving
dish.
Step 4: Spread half the mascarpone mixture over
biscuits. Top with passionfruit pulp and half the
strawberries. Repeat layers with remaining biscuits,
coffee mixture and mascarpone mixture. Cover.
Refrigerate for 4 hours.

125g raspberries
125g blueberries
Dark chocolate curls, to serve

Step 5: Top with raspberries, blueberries and
remaining strawberries. Sprinkle with chocolate.
Serve.
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Source: Taste.com.au
www.taste.com.au /recipes/berry-misu/2e2f2b47-6e92-4363-9732-6b60bc813c4f

If you have a recipe you'd like to share with our readers, please email it to us at
eliza@eccwa.org.au to be featured in our next newsletter.
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Children visit with Santa in a snow
globe at Automobile Alley’s Lights on
Broadway display in Oklahoma City.
Photograph: Doug Hoke/AP

Chocolate Santa Clauses don face masks
in a confectionery shop in Frankfurt,
Germany.
Photograph: Ronald
Wittek/EPAFacebookTwitterPinterest

Santa Claus greets Jaythan
Corbacho with an elbow bump at
the Selfridges store in London.
Photograph: Eamonn M
McCormack/Getty Images

Source: The Guardian
Link: www.theguardian.com/lifestyle/gallery/2020/dec/08/happy-new-normal-christmas-2020-around-the-world-in-pictures
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As the state's peak ethnic umbrella organisation, our work is to represent community
organisations and CaLD (Culturally and Linguistically Diverse) individuals' interests and
ensure they have access to effective systemic advocacy as well as the necessary resources
to serve their respective communities.
Our membership program allows all of our members to exchange and benefit from each
other's services such as settlement grant programs, women's services and mental health
services.
If you wish to seek further information including membership fees, please call us on (08)
9227 5322 to speak to an ECCWA officer and or schedule a meeting with our Policy officers
or with Mrs Vivienne Pillay, the ECCWA's Executive Officer .
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Wishing you a

Merry
Christmas!
From the ECC team

